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Editor’s perspectives – ASiT abstractsIt is a great pleasure to have a special edition of our Journal con-
taining the abstracts from the Cardiff Meeting of the Association of
Surgeons in Training.
ASiT has a very special place in my heart and in my memories
being a Founder Member. I still recall the excitement and appre-
hension at the ﬁrst meeting held in Bristol and ably organized by
Anthony Giddings. I still have a photograph of the attendees at
the secondmeeting in Birminghamwhen sideburns were de riguer.
The third meeting in Aberdeen remains ﬁrmly in my mind as
AndrewWilkinson, PRCS(Ed), was invited to speak on the introduc-
tion of a Part 111 FRCS examination which was unanimously
rejected after a very heated debate.
Initially wewere known as “The Agitators Club”, and it is thanks
to our efforts that overtime payments were introduced for all Junior1743-9191/$ – see front matter  2012 Surgical Associates Ltd. Published by Elsevier Lt
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijsu.2012.09.023Staff. (most of us were working a>100 h week for our basic salary).
We were careful to ask for remuneration rather than a decrease in
hours as we surgeons in training did not wish to lose the amazing
learning process from being on call. I note there are papers on
Surgical Training in the future and The European Working Time
Directive.
ASiT is now a mature organization and although still a political
force it has turned increasingly to the science of surgery. Their
abstracts reﬂect the depth and breadth of both laboratory and clin-
ical research. We are proud to publish their abstracts and wish
them well for the future.
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